Walkie talkies cause more electromagnetic interference to medical equipment than mobile phones.
It is generally realised that mobile phones can interfere with medical electrical equipment and many hospitals have policies which aim to minimise the risk to their patients from this cause. Walkie talkies are also used in hospitals, but very little information is available concerning their ability to interfere with hospital equipment. Two walkie talkies and three mobile phones have been used to study and compare interference in 29 items of patient-connected equipment in a large hospital. Test results show that with some equipment there will be signal distortion and/or false alarms, and a Power off/on Reset may be necessary. In rare cases, when equipment is subjected to extreme signal strengths, it is possible to observe equipment failure requiring the replacement of failed components. For these tests the walkie talkies were set at 4W of output power and they caused significantly more interference than the mobile phones. The observed effects have been classified according to the maximum distance at which they were observed and according to the criticality of the possible outcome for the patient. It is concluded that, except for emergency services, the use of walkie talkies should be restricted in hospital buildings.